July 5: Freak weather in  the north

At Mantalsåsen in Oviken (county of Jämtland) eight cows were killed by a thunderbolt on the evening of July 5. Six cows belonged to farmer Olov Persson of Gisselås and two were owned by Helge Jönsson of Hovermo. The cows were heading for the mountain pasture when they were caught in a very heavy thunderstorm. They took shelter under some trees but lightning hit a tall pine and killed all the animals. The eight cows were found lying in a row. All of them had had their left ears almost complely ”cut away” and their udders burnt. The cow-bell of the leading cow had partly melted. 

The thunderstorm destroyed all crops on some twenty farms in Sunne. Hailstones, large as small eggs, smashed windows and hurt cows out in the fields. The frightened creatures broke through the fences and ran for the cow-houses... In Lugnvik off Östersund lightning hit an appartment destroying the cooker, telephone lines and a radio... Many trees were uprooted by the hurricane-like storm that accompanied the thunderstorm. (Värmlands Folkblad, July 10; Sydöstra Sveriges Dagblad, July 6). 

